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The Hamburg Water Cycle (An alternative concept for Wastewater Treatment ) 

 

Wastewater treatment is one of the most important challenges in the area of environmental 
technologies for the future. On the one hand still a vast part of the humanity has no access 
to basic sanitary infrastructure. On the other, the boundary conditions also for developed 
sanitary infrastructure have changed and further change (climate, demography) can be 
expected. Against this background the traditional concept of wastewater treatment is being 
evaluated and new ideas gained interest in Germany during the last year. Especially the idea 
of separating different wastewater streams got into the focus of research. In a traditional 
sewer system different wastewater streams are mixed together. The wastewater which gets 
to the treatment plant is therefore highly diluted and the treatment needs a high amount of 
energy.  

The idea is simple: Why not separate different wastewater flows from the beginning, 
according to their characterisitcs, and choose the best treatment concept for each of them? 
By this way not only energy can potentially be saved, but also nutrients could be recovered, 
water consumption reduced and pharmaceutical residues treated. Wastewater could 
become an important ressource instead of something to simply get rid of. The Hamburg 
water company Hamburg Wasser developed the concept „Hamburg Water Cycle“ on basis 
of this approach. A project quarter for 2000 people is being built in Hamburg and will be 
equipped with a new, decentral wastewater treatment concept, based on the idea of 
seperate streams. The presentation will give an overview on the concept and discuss 
whether it can fullfill its promissing expectations.  

 

Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2014   Time: 17:30 

Location: Pfaffenwaldring 7a, WAREM old building (wooden building) 

WAREM Students and other interested parties are cordially invited. 


